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him for the pains he took in the late tedious and important trial. "We cannot refrain," they say, " from declaring how much we esteem ourselves indebted to the pains you bestowed during the course of the late tedious and important trial in patiently investigating the evidence, and tracing the truth throughout all the in- * tricacies of perjury and prevarication, and in finally detecting and putting in the way of condign punishment the cloud of false witnesses who seem to have acted from concert, and to have had hopes of introducing into the Court, under the shelter of an unknown tongue, and concealed forms of oath, a general system of false swearing, to the total subversion of all belief in evidence, and to the utmost danger to the life and property of every man in these provinces/'* The name of the foreman of the Jury appears second in the list of signatories and is followed by that of the notorious Captain Price. Sir Elijah's reply was not in much better taste. He said, " Neither can we assume to ourselves any extraordinary merit or sagacity for detecting the falsehoods of the witnesses produced at the trial. The subject-matter of the evidence, the manner of delivering it, and the persons who delivered it, made the imposition attempted to be put on the Court, too gross to deceive either the Court or such by-standers as did not through prejudice wish to be deceived." These documents may be found in the appendix to Mr. Impey's memorials. They seem to me to weaken his defence rather than otherwise. Mr. Impey and his following are never wearied of complaining of the in justice of attributing all the guilt, if there was guilt, of Nandkumar's trial to the Chief Justice. They are constantly reminding us that "he was only one of four judges who presided on the occasion and that it was the Jury and not he who found the prisoner guilty. But here we have the free merchants, including eight of the jurymen, ascribing all the merit of the trial and of the detection of the false evidence to the Chief Justice.
The fact that the trial of Nandkumar lasted for several days does not of itself prove that there was any tenderness towards the prisoner ; criminal trials in Calcutta must always take about double the time that is necessary elsewhere, for everything has to be done twice. The Counsel does not ask his questions directly of the prisoner* He puts them through the interpreter, and thus the answers dribble out like water through a charcoal filter. A trial so conducted may seem solemn and imposing to some persons, * but I imagine that " the intelligent native" inust regard it
* Impey stated in his defence be- Bardwan disappeared when the gross fore the House of Commons that a practices on the part of the prisoner baud of witnesses sent down from in evidence were detected.
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